dren also do mot have a fair chance and the result may
show up yeats later to the great disadvantage of the
child. '

The term, “Home Family,” met with approval while such
words ag ‘‘institutien,” “inmates,” ‘‘substitute home”
were looked upon with disfavor. It was urged that everyone
be given some small task, unless a total invalid, that would
add to the comfort and happiness of the Home family.
One woman, who could not do anything else, was given the
care of feeding the house pet, a Persian cat. In a short
time her whole outlook on life was changed; she felt she
now belonged to the family. And last, but not least, it
was strongly recommended that every Home have a Persian
cat to help make it homelike.

ill Rome Win?

By PROF. GORDON H. CLARK
Depariment OF Philosophy, Butler University

['The writer of this article is an ordained minister, memher
of Indiana presbytery, and elder in the First United
Presbyterian chureh, Indianapolis, Ind. Editor]

HILE the publicity department of the Roman Catho-

lic church may exaggerate the advances that it
has made in this country, it can scarcely be demied that
the Roman church has gained in numbers and in political
power during the past decade, Its constant drive (and
scattered successes) to obtain tax money for the support
of its parochial schools, its diplomatic victory in persuading
the President to appoint an ambassador to the Vatican, the
well-publicized conversions of conspicuous persons and its
justifiable opposition to communism, all conspire to in-
crease its prestige at the expense of Protestantism.

‘Why Rome Forges Aheod

Near the close of the war The Christian Century published
a series of powerful articles deseribing the advance of Rlo-
manism in this country. The question that formed the title,
Cuan Catholicisn Win America? was answered with a Yes,
Since that series of articles, various Protestant groups have
showed some-interest in the matter. Some denominational
papers and some independent papers have published material
on Romanism; an organization of Protestants and others
who favor separation of church and state has taken form;
and a seminary or two have introduced courses on how to
combat Romanism. None of this is too scon or toe much.

Opposition to Rome, however, should not be merely nega-
tive. It is true that Rome is an enemy of free speech and
civil liberty. For example, the papal encyclical Immortele
Dei states that “the uncontrolied power of thinking and
publicly proclaiming one’s thoughts has no place among the
Tights of citizens.” A standard textbook, Catholic Principles
of Politics, by Ryan and Boland, teaches that to exclude
the Roman church from the power of making laws ‘is a
fatal error, and that the state should prohibit the publie
preaching of any but the Roman religion. The present per-
secution of Protestanis in Spain and other places where
Rome is in control shows that the Pope intends to enforece
his political principles wherever he can. All these things
are sufficient reasons for a negative attitude toward Roman-
ism. The principles of Romanism are principles that we can
well be against.

Why Protestantism Lags

And yet oppositien to Rome should not be merely nega-
tive. It might be well to ask whether any deterioration
in Protestantism has contributed to the advancing foriunes
of Romanism. Why is it that in the U.ited States certain
_conspicuous personalities have embracea the Roman faith?
If these persons had come to feel the need of some reli-
gion, why did they not join a Protestant church? Could
it be that the Protestant churches they happened to know
did not have much faith to offer?

Man is a sinner, guilty before God; and in times past
God has now and then sent plagues, war, and destruction
to jolt men out of their complacent worldliness. For while
sintiers do not like to retain God in their knowledge, they
cannot always escape the realizztion of what God’s judg-
ment is, namely, that they whe do such things are worthy
of death. In their extremity they begin to call on God and
to sense their need of pardon. To this need the Roman
church addresses itself directly; and where the contrite
sinner finds that the Protestant churches are preaching
only a vague politieal program of socialism and pacifism,
where he hears no assurance of salvation from sin, no clear
word from God, where Protestantism has nothing but re-
gpectability to offer, it is not surprising that the sinner
turns to Rome,

Message Of “The Prophets” Meeded

Until such Protestant churches can recover the message
of the prophets and the apostles, their opposition to Rome
can be little more than political. The popular program of
merging denominations inte one ecclesiastical octopus is
not a sufficient answer to Romanizm. Although many in-
fluential religious leaders decry the multiplicity of denomi-
nations, the weakness of Protestantism is not so much in
its organizational divisions, as in its insipid modern message.
Mergers are organizational and quantitative; they cannot
generate life, knowledge, or gzeal; and a merger of un-
spiritnal organizations will produce only greater unspiritual--
ity, ‘Size does not even guarantee efficiency. In the past’
God's greatest exploits have not been accomplished by
numerical superiority, The trouble with Gideon’s army at
the first was not that it was too small, but that it was
too large. It is singleness of purpose and purity of message
that receive the power of grace and the grace of power.

Word Of Truth Will Prevail

To combat Romanism therefore, let us remember that
once hefore we combatted Romanism very effectively. It
was done by preaching justification by faith. It was done
by explaining the sin of idolatry, by insisting on the priest.
hood of all believers, by proclaiming the sole mediatorship
of Christ, and the full sufficiency of his sacrifice to satisfy
divine justice. These are truths that never change; they
meet the needs of every age, Romanism was shaken to its
foundations by putting the open Bible into the hands of
the people. What we did before, we can do again—if we
want to. The Bible is the sword of the Spirit; it is the
only weapon God has given us—but it is enough, quite
enough. Let us use if today.

Churches To Put Bibles In Homes

PATERSON, N.J—{RNS)——A Bible in every home is the
ebject of a survey to be made in the Greater Paterson avea
on March 24 by a group representing Reformed, Christian
Reformed, and Orthodox Presbyterian churches here. Those
making the survey will place a free Bible in every home
that does not have one, and will find out how many families

- listen to the “Back te God Hour,” official radio voice of the

Christian Reformed Church. The Bibles will be provided
by the American Home Bible League of Chicago.

Move To Lease Church As Movie Theater Rejected

CLEVELAND-—(BENS})—A proposal to lease the main au-
ditorium of Euclid Avenue Baptist chureh here for a
motion picture theater has been turned down by the Cleve-
land Baptist asscciztion, which holds control of the down-
toewn property.

Needing a two-thirds majority, the proposal received 126
of the 221 votes cast.

GCosting approximately $2,000,000, the church has proved
a liability because most of its membership has moved to the
suburbs.




